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In T he Beginning...Grace
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G e n e si s 2 — 3

INTRODUCTION
• We’re going to be in Genesis chapters 2 and 3 today.

LET’S REMEMBER!

• GENESIS TELLS US what God wants us to know—what we need to know—rather than answering
every question we have concerning creation, how old the earth is, satan, the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, etc.

• Turn and read Genesis chapters 2 and 3

1. What God did to Adam and Eve
2. What Adam and Eve did to God
3. How God Responded

1. WHAT GOD DID TO ADAM AND EVE

Before they had done anything, God...

• Created them in His image and likeness
• Blessed them
• Gave them dominion over every living creature and all the earth
• Gave them one another in marriage
• Put them in a garden and lived with them—He gave them Himself
• Gave them one “don’t”: “Do not eat of this tree...”

APPLY

From the very beginning, God has been pouring out His grace. Blessings, gifts, and
His joyful presence are given freely to those who have done nothing to deserve it.

2. WHAT ADAM AND EVE DID TO GOD

1. They distrusted His Word

When Satan tempts Adam and Eve, his !rst step is to try and get them to distrust God’s Word.

3:1-3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”

Q. How does he do it? A. He 1) twists and he 2) sneers.

EXPLAIN TWISTING

• Satan twisted what God had said, “You can’t eat of any of the trees in the garden”?
• Eve even joined in on the twisting: “He said we can’t eat it OR touch it.”

ILLUSTRATE TWISTING

The media calls this “Spin.” They’ll take something that is true, twist it just a bit, and present it in some way
that it was not intended to be. For instance, something great will happen for Democrats and the Republicans will
spin it to look bad. Something great will happen for the Republicans and the Democrats will spin it to look bad.

APPLY TWISTING

What the media calls spinning God calls lying. It’s twisting the truth and repackaging it in a
way that deceives people. That’s exactly what false teachers do.
Satan’s !rst step in getting Adam and Eve to distrust God’s Word is to twist God’s Word.
Satan knows the Bible. He will take it, twist it, present it to you in a false way, so he can get
you to distrust it. And if we’re not careful and diligent, we’ll start twisting it too.

Our enemy twists, and he also sneers. Q. What do we mean by “sneers at God’s Word”?
EXPLAIN SNEERING

3:1 “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”

Q. What is Satan doing? A. He’s sneering at her. Shaming her. Belittling her.

ILLUSTRATE SNEERING

Q. Have you ever had a conversation with someone where you disagreed and they say something like,
“Oh, yeah! So you just HAPPENED to be there” or
“Surely, if they said that, it MUST be true” or
“They said that... Ok. And you ACTUALLY believed it?”
Q. How does that make you feel? A. Inferior? Stupid? Frustrated? Doubtful?
Q. Why? Because they had an air-tight argument? A. No. Because they sneered at you. Sco"ed.

APPLY SNEERING

I believe one of the chief reasons people walk away from Christianity is being sneered at.
Satan’s second step in getting them to distrust God’s Word was to sneer at them & belittle them.
Satan still comes at us sneering—suggesting that what God has revealed to us is ridiculous and
unreasonable.

The !rst thing we see Adam and Eve doing to God is distrusting His Word.

2. They doubted His goodness
3:4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.”

EXPLAIN

• So, Adam and Eve start to distrust God’s Word and now they begin to doubt his goodness.
Now, Satan #at out calls God a liar. Saying, “You’re not going to die if you eat of this tree—come on.
God’s withholding good things from you. If he loved you, he would allow you to eat of this tree.”
THIS IS THE GREAT LIE! This is the lie that is believed before we ever sin:
“God is not actually good” or “God is not actually in this for my good.”

ILLUSTRATE

We doubt God’s goodness...

1. When we want to do something He says leads to death—
”That looks so good. God, I know you say it’s wrong, but”

But, “There is nothing in the Law of God that will rob you of happiness; it only forbids that which
will bring you sorrow.” Charles Spurgeon said that, and I think he’s right.
2. When things don’t go how we want them to—
“if God were good, this wouldn’t have happened like this” (but we don’t see the whole picture)

“God causes all things to work together for good those who love Him and are called according to His
purpose.” — Romans 8:28

APPLY

When you start distrusted God’s Word, you’ll start doubting His goodness—it’s not the other
way around.

You stop taking God at His word BEFORE you start doubting his goodness.
This is exactly what Adam and Eve did.

The second thing we see Adam and Eve doing to God is doubting His goodness.

3. They sought ultimate satisfaction outside of Him
3:5-7 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate,
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked...

EXPLAIN

• God created Adam and Eve in His image, he blessed them, gave them each other, gave them all of
creation to steward, and most of all, He gave them Himself—they lived with Him in the garden.

• But they didn’t believe Him. They distrusted His word and the doubted His goodness, so they sinned
against Him. They rebelled.

ILLUSTRATE

Q. Why was the only rule God gave Adam and Eve “don’t eat of this tree”?
It could have been “don’t lie” or “don’t commit adultery” or “don’t get drunk.”

The only “don’t” in the garden of Eden has to do with a tree so that we would understand sin
is not just doing “bad” things.
Sin is looking to something/anything other than God for your ultimate satisfaction.

Said another way: sin is us trying to get from creation what we can only truly get from our Creator.

APPLY

That’s why we lie, that’s we commit adultery, that’s why we get drunk, that’s why we get high,
that’s why we’re greedy, that’s why we envy—because we’re trying to get ultimate satisfaction
and fulness from THINGS instead of from the One who CREATES and FILLS all things.
Q. Did it work for Adam and Eve? A. No.
We’re built for God. We’re built to !nd satisfaction in Him. Instead of giving them ultimate
satisfaction, their sin severed their relationship with ultimate satisfaction—God Himself.

Q. Did the tree give what the Serpent promised? A. No.
Sin never gives what it promises. It gave them regret, guilt, and shame they couldn’t shake.

The third thing we see Adam and Eve doing to God is sinning against Him—
seeking their ultimate satisfaction outside of Him.

Q. Now, how did Adam and Eve respond to their sin?
4. They tried to hide from Him
3:7-8 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed $g
leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking
in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God among the trees of the garden... 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this
that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
• They tried to hide their shame by sewing together !g leaves, making loincloths.
• They hid from the presence of God, because they knew their sin had dire consequences.
• They tried to shift the blame.

Q. Now, how did Adam and Eve respond to their sin?

3. HOW GOD RESPONDED

1. God Sought Them

3:9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”

2. God Promised a Savior
3:15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your o"spring and her o"spring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

3. God Covered their Shame by a Sacri!ce
3:21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

The truth is you and I have responded to God in the exact same ways as Adam and Eve.
We’ve distrusted His Word, doubted His goodness, and sought ultimate satisfaction outside
of Him—we’ve sinned against our holy creator God.
We’ve also responded to our sin in the exact same ways. We’ve tried to hide—we’ve
tried to cover our own sin by our own works and we’ve tried to hide from God.
BUT!

The glorious truth of the gospel of Jesus, is that God responded
to us the exact same way He responded to them—with grace.
He sought us—Jesus became a man to seek and to save the lost.

And Jesus didn’t just promise salvation, Jesus accomplished our salvation. Q. How?

He didn’t just COVER our shame by sacri$ce. Jesus BECAME our shame as THE sacri$ce.

Q. What does this mean for us? A. It means there is hope. Tremendous hope.
It doesn’t matter who you are or what you’ve done—the grace of Jesus gets you in and
keeps you in.

Q. Do you see the seriousness of your sin?
Q. Do you see the su#ciency of what Jesus has done for you?

